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SUMMARY OF BILL:     Requires the Commissioner of Health and the
Commissioner of Education to jointly create and implement a program to be
presented annually at the public schools in grades 6-12 in such areas or
counties where pilot projects have been established under TCA 68-24-104,
which explains the effects of alcohol and drugs on a developing fetus and
which provides information on the availability of the prevention and treatment
services included in the pilot projects.  Such program shall be made available
to private schools in such areas or counties requesting the presentation of the
program, subject to the availability of resources and funding.

ESTIMATED FISCAL IMPACT:

Increase State Expenditures - Not Significant
Increase Local Govt. Expenditures - Not Significant

Currently, the Department of Health funds four pilot projects in
Davidson, Knox, Shelby and Sullivan Counties which target low-
income pregnant substance abusers.  The type of educational
program required by the bill is currently being implemented
statewide through two health curricula required by the
Department of Education:  the Comprehensive Health Curriculum
for Grades K-8 and the Lifetime Wellness Curriculum for grades 9-
12 address substance abuse and pregnancy in developmentally
appropriate lessons.

It is estimated that the requirements of the bill for the four pilot
project areas regarding the effects of alcohol and drugs on a
developing fetus can easily be incorporated into current
curriculum.  Also, the program can be provided in the counties’
private schools through coordination efforts with the local school
systems and the private schools.
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